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Poompuhar site could be cradle of
modern civilisation : Study

BY R.VENKATRAMANI
Dec-17-2002 - The New Indian Express

Proyar, Dec.16 : A submerged coastal city near Poompuhar

in Nagapattinam district could well be the birth place of modern
civilisation, archaeologists say.

Based on research done by him in the area, Graham Hancock,
an Edinburgh-born marine archaeologist, claims the Poompuhar
site could pre-data Sumeria in Mesopotamia, which is where
civilisation is believed to have originated 5,000 years ago.

The Poompuhar site was swallowed by the sea 11,000 years
ago, he revealed during a speech at an exhibition organised by the
Mythic Society, Bangalore last week.

According to some fascinating details made available to this -

correspondent, Graham came across evidence during an underwater
exploration in the area in 2001 to show that it could have been
swallowed up by a 400-foot tidal ware at the end of the last Ice
Age somewhere between 17,000 and 7,000 years ago. Another
Indian city similarly submerged was the Gulf of Camby, in the
north west.

Citing ancient Tamil flood myths which speak of a great
kingdom called Kumari Kandam that once existed in this area but
was eventually swallowed up by the sea, Graham says this means
the Poompuhar site could date back 11,600 years.

Prior to Hancock's findings, the National Institute of
Oceanography (NIO), Goa, had conducted offshore archaeological
investigations in the same area in the late 1980s using the Sidescan
Scanner. One man-made structure was sing-led out for investigation
in 1991 and 1993. The divers also found a horse-shoe-sha-ped object
at a depth of 23 meters.

Onshore exploration near Chinnavanagiri, south of
Poompubhar, revealed a ring well along with megalithic black and
red wares. A few ring wells were also found near Vanagiri,
Tranquebar and Poompuhar. A Sangam period brick structure was
unearthed near the present Kannagi statue at Poompuhar. Another
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L-shaped brick structure was also noticed at low tide, suggesting
that a large part of Poompuhar must have been submerged in the
sea.

Even after such findings near Poompuhar, the NIO,
surprisingly, did not evince interest after 1993. In 2001, when
Hancock visited South India, he caught up with the NIO and in
2001, arranged for an exploration funded by Channel 4 in Britain
and the Learning Channel in the US. The remains of the submerged
city were videgraphed. Further research convinced Hancock that
the ruins were of great antiquity, probably dating more than 7,000
years ago. Glenn Milne, a geologist at the University of Durham,
Uk, confirmed Hancok's views, which later threw up evidence that
the submerged city near Poompuhar was far superior than any found,
in the Ha-appan sites. '

Hancok's findings seem to signal the start of an exciting era
in Indian archaeology. Further exploration might solve more
mysteries about the origin of modern civilisation.

Ironically though, the Poompuhar findings have evoked no
interest amount Indian archeologist through Poompuhar town holds
a pride of place in the history of ancient Tamil Nadu as the port
capital of the Cholas and the location for the epic Silapatigaram.

vabswm B&aly : . 277 .



©® NG RN

-t ek b ek wh wmh ed b
NNz JIasarrasn =3

24,

25.
26.
27.
28.
29,
30.
31.
32.
33.

.. 278 .. dlvds wadbe s8%s Sydlves

SHIDEN HTDLUL IR U0 ST
Qg reaasriful ‘
B8 Gmer
&g @sEW FITo ST
st urLdser
Hoeypei HousEro
Qeepflurs smmLlb goog GuilEsamm i - sYsi
Apg Qoualls Gared sfiys prefsn — G.@QTTwETssr
SUBlHGLT Iy sBprad - prussa &aller
Sullpt Cxrompd uTagd ~ Yoaud &ir.Csareallks e

. BTG GQurflud - Qaremfiprs Fior

. syl Curre — fun. oy Hssarmm

. sy shyHL - Br.eYEsETEMD

. 5Y&s Ul aflarr—allenL

. Sl surer Qb UsTUTGLD — HIT.CUTETLOMLIEME

. sligi srefsn varur@b - Lr&Lt 9.5l fdawrepisH
. Sl usTur® - yeveurt &. g|rElusriit

. Uil usur® - yeosur sr.Camealls s er

. sl greflswd usrur@in - Lr&LT wr.@ergwr swflé & s
. Qaralwd CEréfld Fhigs ST — (enTaul SHiT.Fmgsi

. sllplusrur® — enaTeul HGHTOSSTE

. sulflwed gyiin) 2003 ~ Ger.@QrmGs Sy sor

. BT Sllgd ~ Gur.grisgllsrser

. K HFFROQT@mL QurGas Gaefl Erasflsgn

- ETSSTETGST By @) & 6ushr

Fi15 QeSS saiisar — alsLi Frguraissn,
Cou.om. ymeTrTeY

wrpOuT T & Gig Gubmin — 9. & 81s GLryEmdlisisramer
snsSsUY Ehg ~ wnsHGanmsg Co.fiyun sy s
ey grpiflemio ~ (@ emrm

susteneus e afpFd — @Gemrm

FRIG ST WOHIT — LISLT ). (pSengwim

jfiaflws e - Arome &Sl

sllyass Qararenwnn Aplyd - wr.sEserd
HnsEneEnh HEmsGiymin - CurrAfiud u.pssr
sTHCsTD yfleflws — enereur afl.2 e Twamea

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42,
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

sulifisr Ay — &.gp,.Gu.ellsaupr i

S0YPES gmnWPEEIST — UT.QEISGWTT

sflpmiey — Gurrdfiut K.sed af

uphsOpTd ~ @ r.CsuGRwer

Gemryt smedureafl ~ s, gy f.umes lrwsmfli

st SLpLssma — amaraur Car.CFiuETLsD

S usrurlipsd ellemerwr’ Gsar — LT&LE o). 0&me

WITLDETE0 = 9. B.6LIF (56T07 LT 6U0T lg LI 657

sharad sliflosdul Curs@aar — Gamw.@rrGes kAT sir

Crrudsrifl suryp #1585 emeuSEHw ~ LT&HLT Glu. &l sig e sor

epeSlons: LGS SiuD ~ S EHTaTID

USTIT &8 o7 5 & Loewf]

Syfiaflwed Crréfer sulpl upQumfisst ~ sEGme Gar.@)k gl

SUPS auTeTY W&EEHL LgTUTEL — LTSLT 65.08.Nerener

2 & GsUPT Curmea LTETL G Wweid — Gl& i ener

oEsToLg 2 06 SllpuuaTur G wrETC 6 wer - ol 1992

sTesuamTmpuLsr SulipFFhetissfld arory ~ 9.Agburarmt
S0P NBITBSET - BewebdrEs e

Jsrar Asrwemfl — o . fEsrrGug (1pssNwumi

2. sllp - s &ET WS — oy.Famsd Werener
3. 285 gullpluamrur. (& sarErdwbd — sr.asalluGugLer,

LG dwir.
4. Aflwreller sharTesd shp arrd
5. sulpuen HnsGndT mstul, gGulisst.

OpmBeo MBITBHAT - HITDBET

1. The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations
2. Collins Soft Back English Dictionary
3. New Views on An Old Planet

(Continental Drift and The History of the Earth) TJEERD H.Van Andel

vwdiu@s S HreosID

1. New South Wales Library - Sydney, Australia.
2. presn - Alell s gfusd, Alaf, g mdGreshur.
3. s@Geryl UYL LASMUSESYS BTNSD, SERSTRLN.
4. urrd gres, Hgeusrd @ uphisrs u.feflurssr, sTL@.
5. Apdisy Ceasfiureri ~ S.or.syeusmrer, $mésd.
wadpom E&alp. — . 279 ..




15 @At S Brdomen

Ins?dss5 AsTeS
1 GariLssripalGa (ot & QF5QsTEH) - Bokims.

2. pusGssTCpr® WA — Farrl d ysss Kmeawid, wgimy.
3. gjeusir @eusTin — Warm & ysss Memowid, wgeor.
4

sjeuisaflsr Caen - sllpsEred vHlusd, &msd.
(sUllpEr@ Sl Coudamoeafl GosHiu altme-1994) -

5. spily gyeremmsst — piwsT uFlusih, O sremer.

[bIT@160

6. 9Ky 2 wesHL @Es weflsisdr ~ Fiwgr LAILSL, G sTmer.
(Qiims srasHu oflEsAunm Era)

7. e GremLr gisHsar ~ sUPSGTO LHILSD, HmEE.
(Qortums ssEHT Qosdu mulisar Ankg pree oflkg—1995)

8. soust urpssmer GuTHprir — sUIYEGTH uFlusn, Hméd.
9. paavgrard, sUNEGTO uHlUEsD, HEmsd.
(@orums s5LET Qs i Hnps Frasd afss—1998)
S DIB TN
10. prataETag e mah - gAHEGT® udiusd, Hmsd.

SLIR D B W B BT

1. Qeomme gri@®s Qsarrdyrosr &mgaer,
Barri A uss5s flenowid, wWGenT.

12. FarsCaroreluiisr smgadr — Qsarpr uHOUSID.
LILLI 301 5 56D B

13. wrggamear Ys o WCLAWLT ay — SUENPEGTH LHIUSID, HmEH.

14. earLsr pgod sarLr aeny — SlPSEGTO LHlusd, HmEA.

15. Alafl wad CEriCu uer - sliPsEGT® LHILED, HmEH.

.. 280 .. dluis wadee s SFdve







Grre s Y.

10 ofimer weofigoms Saiues @b
SBFunh.  SHG ANFFuId OBHTLIHI

wrHsenor  Gemdn. & aurfleor
ANSTEGUIT HIG HUIgsD.  MNDbHS
CHEID  SeVIBIms. aurgph  1Beold
60 GyedLIT.

HeOIDGINLINTIES] QUMD SBONT ESe0IRIenss,
S, nGeodwnr, ABIGSILYT, SHeor.r, Mifli'L 61, SpenHeredhr
B Breseficdr Huilp e, 1% dpeoreoremil  @BsLosserfied
ApEHos, S, HLHET 6N LOIDED 6TApHI1  GUNLIT
uBgpalr. SulgssBed ﬂmﬂﬂm QILLITSSegd erdps 6’1!5936)1"
@gﬁu@n Seanfleor ;r,rrasr@ zﬂ@jmangg G@H@ﬁtfﬁr, BT
;r;nmmaamr, 69@ @lerrme\), (U)(ZII'Q] LILIGOOTED asm)gmsrr, Brer®
GLIE SENHHOIT TGTLINT IHTEVTS eaieflaibsdsdhdeTmenT.

3hS n..aoasgﬁlw @ng weallgisen e Braed Geomians

OpAGT STASSL GBI, ORMe FrewL isSlsen
(1994), pesVFNeID (1998) SLBW BHIAILHGT OIS
sphir SeosBu FmssHdr ((Muel) ADHS BraeydHEiw
agpgimevemud, Sleiseflen G eadn HAPsoss
apres, Anbs APsnsd OpIGHGHIOT HUOMYHIG cdleved
GpeauRamocofl afdpenBHILILD GLDDI.

GG HOTe SHlapsinneor e, 106eoHLH Bl
LeLisever  MMldpsin  eFliee  @eodHBunl  Lmeold
SIOUHGID UHALTS 1WGALS HUIDEF ANBOHBOTH
apresss  sUlfeyn, ewMAGUUIGE  EBOSHEID
elauerfludi L. ‘

Gy BIESEHGGID HOTLIMHBSI L6 WD EeobBu
LUeND  GIHOSITEOTL. SaIdbHe) HOILIT HILIQED —~ 2 HUIesr
uHSHeE apHHToTaRGSIE (2000) SRS LUSESSMSU|D,
ST HHale (BOILN) ey WrH SHN  eeefuiei
SlEI]  2004plD  DbEONDHESTET silpi ssae Gesdwu
A@menguid aIIEIEF ADINNsHseor.

Spfu sdsBu SETs oaefir. Juess Sl
sl adnn ANsomss OSTGIIN0 Sanfidr ANBaHULD
SLibeaubHmieTeng).

sligmiie), elomAeUuNn]  SpBuQUDIIET SNQIILIENL_UT60
e gab @E6odH HAPNIEE HESI) ETOIEGID  SiIONEL
BojefuN oSO

BL&GS Gauao®ld e16d1m) 6Tdd eUABLIGIT




	1- (1).BMP
	1- (2).BMP
	1- (3).BMP
	1- (4).BMP
	1- (5).BMP
	1- (6).BMP
	1- (7).BMP
	1- (8).BMP
	1- (9).BMP
	1- (10).BMP
	1- (11).BMP
	1- (12).BMP
	1- (13).BMP
	1- (14).BMP
	1- (15).BMP
	1- (16).BMP
	1- (17).BMP
	1- (18).BMP
	1- (19).BMP
	1- (20).BMP
	1- (21).BMP
	1- (22).BMP
	1- (23).BMP
	1- (24).BMP
	1- (25).BMP
	1- (26).BMP
	1- (27).BMP
	1- (28).BMP
	1- (29).BMP
	1- (30).BMP
	1- (31).BMP
	1- (32).BMP
	1- (33).BMP
	1- (34).BMP
	1- (35).BMP
	1- (36).BMP
	1- (37).BMP
	1- (38).BMP
	1- (39).BMP
	1- (40).BMP
	1- (41).BMP
	1- (42).BMP
	1- (43).BMP
	1- (44).BMP
	1- (45).BMP
	1- (46).BMP
	1- (47).BMP
	1- (48).BMP
	1- (49).BMP
	1- (50).BMP
	1- (51).BMP
	1- (52).BMP
	1- (53).BMP
	1- (54).BMP
	1- (55).BMP
	1- (56).BMP
	1- (57).BMP
	1- (58).BMP
	1- (59).BMP
	1- (60).BMP
	1- (61).BMP
	1- (62).BMP
	1- (63).BMP
	1- (64).BMP
	1- (65).BMP
	1- (66).BMP
	1- (67).BMP
	1- (68).BMP
	1- (69).BMP
	1- (70).BMP
	1- (71).BMP
	1- (72).BMP
	1- (73).BMP
	1- (74).BMP
	1- (75).BMP
	1- (76).BMP
	1- (77).BMP
	1- (78).BMP
	1- (79).BMP
	1- (80).BMP
	1- (81).BMP
	1- (82).BMP
	1- (83).BMP
	1- (84).BMP
	1- (85).BMP
	1- (86).BMP
	1- (87).BMP
	1- (88).BMP
	1- (89).BMP
	1- (90).BMP
	1- (91).BMP
	1- (92).BMP
	1- (93).BMP
	1- (94).BMP
	1- (95).BMP
	1- (96).BMP
	1- (97).BMP
	1- (98).BMP
	1- (99).BMP
	1- (100).BMP
	1- (101).BMP
	1- (102).BMP
	1- (103).BMP
	1- (104).BMP
	1- (105).BMP
	1- (106).BMP
	1- (107).BMP
	1- (108).BMP
	1- (109).BMP
	1- (110).BMP
	1- (111).BMP
	1- (112).BMP
	1- (113).BMP
	1- (114).BMP
	1- (115).BMP
	1- (116).BMP
	1- (117).BMP
	1- (118).BMP
	1- (119).BMP
	1- (120).BMP
	1- (121).BMP
	1- (122).BMP
	1- (123).BMP
	1- (124).BMP
	1- (125).BMP
	1- (126).BMP
	1- (127).BMP
	1- (128).BMP
	1- (129).BMP
	1- (130).BMP
	1- (131).BMP
	1- (132).BMP
	1- (133).BMP
	1- (134).BMP
	1- (135).BMP
	1- (136).BMP
	1- (137).BMP
	1- (138).BMP
	1- (139).BMP
	1- (140).BMP
	1- (141).BMP
	1- (142).BMP
	1- (143).BMP
	1- (144).BMP
	1- (145).BMP
	1- (146).BMP
	1- (147).BMP
	1- (148).BMP
	1- (149).BMP
	1- (150).BMP
	1- (151).BMP
	1- (152).BMP
	1- (153).BMP

