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ALWAR PADALKALIL VAILPATTU MARAPU

Alvars are South Indian sti vaisnava Mystics; A system-
atic philosophy of mysticism was developed by them in their
Hymns. No account of Indian mysticism would be complete
withoutknowing something about these.

The Poetry of the south Indian Alvars has not studied as
fully as its merits. Their text played a very important role in
the shaping of the religious life of the people of south.

The Alvars seem to have flourished between the 2* cen-
tury A.D. and 8" century A.D. The Alvar philosophy is deeply
indepted to the Vedic and Puranic scriptures and is seeping
with the mtho - mysticism characteristic of the latter. The
Alwars were also conversant with the agamas (Panjaratra)
which provided them with the concrete worship of the icons.

Thisis the first part of the Alwar Valipattu Marapu. It deals
with five Alwarkal ie Periyalwar, Andal, Thirumalisai Alwar,
Thonodradipodi Atwar, Thiruppan Alwar. Every chapter, I dis-
cuss thereligiousritualswhichis prevailed in vaishnavatemples.
The holy saints, proclmates not only the temple rituals and
customs, but also they said personal worship Anmartha and
Paratha Pooja’s were mentioned by holy people. Thus this-
manuscript researches only prayer customs and temple ritu-
als.

Inthis volumne, the life history of Alwars were notdiscussed
due to the page limit; I took interest only in the customs of
temple worship; but the holy saints mentioned personal wor-
shipalso.
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Periyalvar is the poet of divine child. It is Krishna’s child-
ish pranks that he sings, perhasps as His loving mother in all
the details of child’s life in the nursery, where the background
is the mythology of Krishna. Periya alwar, is the only Alwar
who has sung Thiruppallandu; (Blessed many years) This song
isnow being daily recited in all the temples.

Goda is well — known as the only woman Alwar of Sri
Vasihnavism. Godais also known as Andal. Sheissaidtobea
foundling daughter of Periyalwar. Andal’s songs are thelover
songs of a woman pinling for her lord, God. She describes the
ritual of a penance, a worship and a prayer to Manmate

Thirumalicai alwar is the fourth Alwar. He was a great
scholarreferring often to philosaphical coniceptions in his po-
ems. Apart from his venba Antati he had composed.
Thirucantaviruttam sungto the tune of four equal measuresin
alongmonosyllable, a disyllables and again amonosyllable.
The work is full of thythmic beauty, perhaps because of the

‘new device thus introduced.

Thonodar —adip - podi (vipanarayana) became one ofthe
most romantic Alwar because he fell from virture and was
redeemed by the grace of god. He earned the title ‘Enjoyer of
the dust of the holy feet of the devotees of God.” When he
attained the love of God fully, through serving the devotees of
God. He composed two important works. The first oneis called
the Garland (Thirumalai) of forty — five hymns. The second
work is called the ‘Song of the morning” (Thirup — palli -
'yelucci)

The alvar reveals an excessive faith in the power of the
name of the Lord when he says that even the asuras, Who
torture other and are cruel, will be freed from sin by uttering
His name. There can hardly be any change of Nature without
seeing the name of God. Surely the Alvar also is aware ofthe

St - 2
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fact that one should attain the Transcendent God, beyond the
realms of the celestials.

The second composition of the Thondar-adip-podi is called
Thiruppalliyetlucci, When opening the door of the sanctum
sanctoium, to sing the songs announcing the dawn of sunrise.
The godhead reposing in sleep is awakened and the arrival of
the gods and men to worship him early is the morning. Three
times are prescribed for worship of god, namely the morning,
noonand evening. These are sandhya (meeting) times. God is
the ever-awake one whilst every one is asleep. Indeed it is
certainly atype of anthropomorphism to sing about morning,
of god (aradhana). It is our morning that we announce to god
offering ourselves to service of him.

Tiruppan alvar was a saint belonging to the caste of un-
touchables (pan camas). He has sung only ten verses. These
ten verses are Just the expression of the revelation ofthe form
of god granted to him as he entered or rather was taken into
the sanctum sanctorium of Sri Ranganatha’s temple at Sri
Rangam.

Alvar has song only ten verses describing graphically his
vision of the image at srirangam, its eyes, its mouth, its chest,
itsnavel, its dress and, its feet, all so beautiful and so captivat-
ingtohisheart, so life—like and divine. Itishis vision which he
projects forth.

The mystic experience of merging in the Divine or the ulti-
mate, witnessed both in the case of Pan Alvar and Andal, is
one of greatest significance.

Inthis first Volume author goes through the works of Alvar
and the collected all the source and wrote the articles. This
book deals withonly templerituals and personal worship. There
isnoliterary criticism. The presént work undertakes to eluci-
date the contribution made by these (five) Alwars.
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